
Heath Bar Ranch Directions and Instructions.   

To Get Here:     Address is at 4861 Artesia Rd, Shingle Springs CA 95682     (650) 224-5857 

WARNING: Your GPS may not deliver you here. There are three gates to the community, only one allows 

for you to enter a gate code and the GPS usually sends you to one of the other gates.   

The ranch is approximately 35 miles east of Sacramento and 7 miles west of Placerville on US 50.     

From either East or West on US 50, exit at Exit 39 for Shingle Springs Rd.   Go north and in 300 ft. the 

road ends at a gate to the rancheros.      The gate code for the 4 days of the trial will be #4568 and you 

must enter the #key along with the numbers (otherwise it will try and make a phone call) . 

Go thru the gate and go straight and after the 3rd speed bump, make a right onto Artesia Rd.    You will 

go up a big hill and there are two gates to the ranch, the first gate is for the house and for parking within 

the ranch.   The second gate is for the field.   If you are parking on Artesia Rd, only park on the side of 

the road that the ranch is on. 

For parking within the ranch,  the map has a number of areas marked off as dirt parking lots and the 

choice areas are near the ring up the dirt road that is around the dirt pile at the end of the driveway to 

the house.  We will be marking off parking spots with white spray paint to help everyone park efficiently.   

When driving on the ranch, please stick to 5mph or less both for safety and to keep the dust down. 

WARNING:  Bring a flashlight for after it gets dark, the internal portion of the ranch is not paved and you 

will need to illuminate where you are walking in order to safely get back to your car.   If you do not have 

a flashlight and need one, call (650) 224-5857 and we will help you to your car. 

When on the ranch please: 

(1) Pick up after your dog 

(2) Keep your dog on leash 

(3) Bear in mind you are in a natural setting. 

 

Hotels: 

Cameron Park (5 miles away) has a Quality Inn and a Motel 6 

Placerville (7 miles) has a Best Western and other motels and bed and breakfast places. 

El Dorado Hills (11 miles) has many hotels including a Marriott and a Hilton Garden Inn. 

Being in a Natural Setting: 

If you have ever been hiking, there are some aspects to being out in a rural area that you need to be 

aware of: 

(1) Watch where you walk (roots, stones, uneven ground) exist whenever you are not on pavement.   

The ranch has been heavily cleared and graded but you should still be careful. 



(2) Critters.    While we have not seen a snake in the 2 ½ years we have been at the ranch, this is the 

Sierra foothills and they may be around.   Generally avoid bushes, rock formations and Wood 

piles.     We have patrolling red hawks almost always in the air (which is why we may not have 

snakes – they actively hunt snakes).  If your dog is under 5 lbs., it might be lift-able by a red 

hawk so keep an eye out if this is the case.   We have very large rabbits that your dog will not 

catch but which might lead your dog off on a chase into the brush (keep your dog on leash).   We 

have deer and at this time of year there are many fawns.   The fawns do not yet understand the 

danger from cars so please be careful driving in the rancheros.   There are some foxes, an 

occasional coyote but strangely enough no raccoons or gophers.   

(3) Digger Pines.   We have many Ponderosa’s (which have small pine cones) and four digger pines 

in the upper area of the ranch.  The diggers occasionally drop pine cones which are fairly big and 

heavy, so we make a practice of not lingering under these trees which are marked on the map 

with red circles.    The largest one which is near the agility yard has its drop zone fenced off as 

the equipment storage yard.   The cones mainly drop in the spring when there is water for the 

seeds but there is some droppage throughout the year if it gets windy. 

(4) Bugs.  At this time if the year, there are very few to no mosquitos at night and very few wasps 

(we set out the traps early this year and apparently got the queens. 

(5) Baby Oaks in cages.   There are a number of baby oaks protected by a wire cage and 

accompanied by an orange bucket for watering.   Do not move these, we are working on 

increasing our oak canopy with Blue and Black Oaks. 

(6) The “Porty Diamond”.   At the sanction A match for the PWD’s in 2012, a diamond fell out of its 

ring setting.   If you spot something sparkly, that may be it. 

 

Crating:  

The crating regions is a rough triangle above the field,  there is a slight bank between the field and the 

crating area which goes away as you get to the road side of the crating area.     The bank is extremely 

useful if you are using one of the Adirondack chairs that we keep onsite (on a bank – you can actually 

get out of the chair).    

There are trees in the crating area and it is somewhat shaded and is almost all shaded after 6pm.   The 

crating region is not lit (once again, bring a flashlight). 

If you bring a canopy, please set it up at the edges of the crating region so it does not block light from 

the field.   Please also set down a mat under your crating,   we have been killing off poison oak but there 

are some small amount of it here and there and a mat will keep you safe.  If you are in masters and 

running in the evening, you will likely not need a canopy. Some shade cloth to drape over your crates for 

the first hour you are here should get you by (the sun sets behind a wall of trees which shade the crating 

area for the last few hours of the day). 

There will be port a potties and a washing station by the gate to the agility field. 

RV’s and Campers: 

All the RV spots have been taken, and there will be no parking for RV’s during the day (it will be very 

difficult to turn around).   If your RV spot gets power from the barn, please do not run your air 



conditioning while we are using the lights on the field.   If you plan on tent camping, please contact Terry 

at (650) 224-5857 so he can plan on a spot for you. 

Neighbors: 

We have an elderly couple across from the field, their house is shielded by brush and trees but please 

try to keep your dogs from excessive barking.   At the end of Artesia is a couple with young children, 

please be careful driving if you are parking on the road. 

Private Residence: 

 

The house, pool area and dog run are part of a private residence and are off limits unless invited.   We 

have a pair of rescues at the house who are sensitive to visiting people and dogs and we have to manage 

them carefully. 

 

 

 

 


